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ALL CHILDREN COUNT, BUT NOT ALL CHILDREN ARE COUNTED

A global campaign calling on world leaders to ensure that
no child will be left behind.

In September 2015, world leaders came together in New York for an
historic meeting, unanimously adopting the Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs).

Through the Global Goals, which set the development agenda until 2030,
they have made a strong commitment to leave no one behind.

The Global Goals include targets to reach many of children’s holistic
needs, including achieving good health, quality and inclusive education,
gender equality, access to clean water and sanitation, reducing inequality,
and ending abuse, exploitation, trafficking and all forms of violence and
torture of children.

However, a group of NGOs, including Lumos, recognised that as it stands,
children in orphanages and institutions, and other children who do not
live in family settings, are at risk of being left very far behind. Despite their
increased risk of adversity, children outside of family care are not covered
by current mainstream data collection processes, because global data
collection measures typically rely on household-based surveys, which

do not reach children who live outside of households. While innovative
approaches to identify and characterise this invisible population are
starting to emerge, to date these efforts remain outside current SDG data
discussions.

To tackle this omission, Lumos spearheaded an effort which has
brought together over 175 civil society organisations to sign a letter
calling on the United Nations and its member states to ensure that
children living outside of households will be counted.

While we have had great success in bringing this forgotten problem to
the world’s attention, one year on there is still a lot of work to be done to
ensure that indeed, all children get counted. Together with our partners,
Lumos will be working vigorously to ensure that this goal will be reached.

Together we can make sure that no child will be left behind.
You can support our campaign.

Send this tweet before 25 September 2016:

| call on world leaders to help children living outside households by

ensuring #AllIChildrenCount in the #SDGs #UNGA http://bit.ly/29yLVpn

Spread the word among your network that organisations can join us and
add their signature: http://bit.ly/22VR0Ov8




ALL CHILDREN COUNT
BUT NOT ALL CHILDREN ARE COUNTED

An open letter to the UN and its Member States -
Over 175 signatories.

The signatories of this document welcome Transforming Our World: the 2030 Agenda for Global Action
and applaud all involved for including many of children’s holistic needs, including health care, education,
and protection from violence, exploitation, and abuse. We wholeheartedly support the intention to‘leave
no one behind’in the post-2015 global development agenda. To ensure that this is so, it is important that
the global monitoring framework includes mechanisms to assess the most vulnerable and hard to reach
populations.

Indeed, all children count, but not all children are counted. As a result, some of the world’s most
vulnerable children - those without parental care or at risk of being so; in institutions or on the street;
trafficked; separated from their families as a result of conflict, disaster or disability; or recruited into
armed groups - have largely fallen off the UN’s statistical map. There are only limited data about how
many children live in such precarious circumstances, except for scattered estimates from some specific
countries.

According to UNICEF’s 2015 Progress for Children report,

“As the world prepares for a new development agenda, data and evidence will only increase in
importance and national systems must be strengthened to meet new demands. The new data agenda
will need to harness the potential of new technologies to collect, synthesize and speed up the use

of data, and also reinvigorate efforts to ensure complete and well-functioning registration systems.
The new data agenda will need to provide insight into the most vulnerable children, relying on
household surveys that provide data regardless of whether or not a child attends school or is taken to
a health facility, as well as developing new approaches for collecting information about children who
are homeless, institutionalized or internally displaced.”

With this in mind, we, the undersigned, recommend the following:

1. Ensure that children living outside of households and/or without parental care are
represented in disaggregated data.

When assessing States’ progress in improving the lives of children, living arrangements and caregiving
environments are key markers for vulnerability, risk, and disadvantage. Children without parental care
often experience abuse, neglect, lack of stimulation, and extreme and toxic stress, all of which have a
profoundly negative effect on children’s health, education, development, and protection.

If the Post-2015 agenda is to leave no one behind, it is essential that the global monitoring framework
includes methodologies to ensure that children living outside of households and/or without parental
care are represented and that data is used to inform targeted, appropriate, and accessible interventions.



Data disaggregation by care-giving setting/living arrangement is key to tracking progress for all children,
particularly regarding Goals 1, 3, 4, 8, 10 and 16. This is critical to: a) analysing how trends differ between
children living outside of households and/or without parental care and the general child population;
and b) ensuring that programs and policies prioritize the most vulnerable children. Data collection
should reflect the goals and definitions included in the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, the

UN Guidelines for the Iternative Care of Children, and the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with
Disabilities.

2. Improve and expand data collection methodologies to ensure all children are
represented.

The Committee on the Rights of the Child has urged all States to develop indicators and data collection
systems consistent with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. However, children living outside

of households and/or without parental care are not covered in current mainstream data collection
processes, which rely on household-based surveys such as the Demographic and Health Surveys (USAID)
and the Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (UNICEF). Innovative approaches must be developed to assess
the conditions of the world’s most vulnerable children. The global monitoring framework must include
mechanisms to track progress for all children, including those who are currently invisible as the result of
inadequate indicators and data collection systems.

The post-2015 global monitoring framework must establish mechanisms to integrate household-based
data with additional information on children temporarily or permanently living outside of households. In
some countries, such data already exist although, to date, such data have not been routinely collected or
analyzed.

The post-2015 global monitoring framework offers an opportunity to do more and better on behalf
of the world’s most vulnerable children - ensuring, first and foremost, that they are no longer
invisible.

Thank you for your consideration.
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A GLOBAL MOVEMENT

Support for the letter continues to grow and has spread all over the globe.
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You can support our campaign by taking the following action:

Send this tweet before 25 September 2016:
| call on world leaders to help children living outside households by ensuring #AIlIChildrenCount in the #SDGs
#UNGA http://bitly/29yLVpn

Spread the word among your network that organisations can join us and add their
signature: http://bit.ly/22VR0v8

To read more about the campaign, visit:

wearelumos.org/get-involved/take-action/all-children-count-not-all-are-counted-leavenoonebehind
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About Lumos

Lumos, an international non-profit organisation founded by
J.K. Rowling, is dedicated to ending the institutionalisation
of children — a practice that decades of research have
shown is harmful to child development. We are working with
many others and at all levels to ensure the right of every
child to family life and transform the lives of eight million
children currently living in institutions and orphanages.

We help countries transform education, health and social
care systems for children and their families, and help move
children from institutions to family-based care.

By advocating at all levels, collaborating widely and running
evidence-based demonstration projects that prove reform
can work , we are able to achieve maximum impact from our
funding to benefit some of the most vulnerable children in the
world.

Lumos is founder member of the European Expert Group

on the Transition from Institutional to Community Based
Care (EEG) and has been instrumental in the development
of guidelines and toolkit in 13 European languages in order
to guide national governments through the process of
deinstitutionalisation and transitioning to community-based
care services. For more information see:
http://deinstitutionalisationguide.eu.

We are a founding member of the Global Partnership for
Children with Disabilities and a member of the Leaders
Council for the US-based Global Alliance for Children.

For more information visit our website wearelumos.org find us
@Lumos on Twitter and /lumos.at.work on Facebook or email us on
info@wearelumos.org

Lumos Foundation, founded by J.K. Rowling, is a company limited by
guarantee registered in England and Wales no. 5611912. Registered
charity no. 1112575.

© Lumos. All rights reserved. (09.16)




